
The Vine  DECEMBER 2020 
Jesus said, “I am the vine;   you 

are the branches.. .” John 15:5 

The Missional Commandments: I Never Knew! 

The Ten Commandments tell 

us how to love God (1-4) and 

how to love each other (5-10).  

To believe them is orthodoxy; 

to practice them is orthopraxy.  

But what I never saw before is 

the missional nature of God’s 

Commandments.  Orthodoxy 

and orthopraxy are important 

for belief and practice within the church and all of its 

members.  But without the missional element, it be-

comes all about me and us, and not about them. 
 

      As in Jesus’ Great Commission (Matthew 28), 

God told Abraham to “go.”  He said, “Go from your 

country…”  God’s destination for Abraham was not 

all nations, but the land of Israel.  Yet through Abra-

ham’s descendants, he was to reach all nations.  God 

said to Abraham: 

“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless 

you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and 

in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” – Genesis 12:2-3 

“In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed!”  

Tragically the Jews did not reach out to all nations, all 

tribes, all families of the earth.  They saw the bless-

ings of Abraham as blessings for themselves.  Tragi-

cally, we see the same thing among God’s people to-

day. 
 

   Four-hundred years after Abraham, God gave His 

people the Ten Commandments through Moses.  The  

Jews had lived in bondage in Egypt.  They were about  

 

 

to enter the land of Canaan.  Both places were filled 

with the worship of many false gods.  God’s first two 

commandments are: 

“You shall have no other gods before me.  You 

shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. You shall not bow down to them 

or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jeal-

ous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of 

those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 

thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.” – Exodus 20:3-6 

Right belief and right practice are very clear here.  

However, the Jews were about to enter the land of Ca-

naan, the place from which the ancestors of Abraham 

were to bring the blessing of God to all nations!  In-

stead of hoarding the Commandments, God’s people 

were to share them with those who didn’t worship the 

one true God.  As the founder of Anglican Frontiers 

Missions – Tad de Bordenave – said: 

“Idols represent dominion over parts of the world 

and segments of the world’s population; that is 

why God strongly prohibits idols.  Satan’s grip 

must be broken.  No territory, no person, no part 

of creation belongs to anyone other than the God 

who created the world and continues to govern it.” 

God told Abraham and his descendants to go!  In Je-

sus’ Great Commission (Matthew 28 & Luke 24) He 

told us to go!  To make disciples of all nations, all 

people groups!  To share God’s true and life-giving 

Commandments. 

Recommended by Fr. Herb: The Year of Paul’s Reversal: Recovery of the Call to the Nations by 

Fr. Tad de Bordenave, Founder of Anglican Frontier Missions. 



MY STORY  
 

My Journey with Christ 
 

I was raised Catholic, but my family, especially my 

daughter, had problems in the church. Trying to teach 

her about Jesus I had to find a different direction for us.  

I prayed and asked God for direction. He gave me di-

rection all right.   
 

I was having heart trouble for almost a year with practi-

cally no help from my doctors.  They ran almost every 

test before they would listen to me that it was my heart.  

Their opinion was I was too young for heart disease but 

was having anxiety for the last year.  Finally, they sent 

me for a heart catherization which showed 4 major 

blockages and they knew I had to have surgery right 

away. They performed the surgery, which went bad as 

they were taking me off the table. I died 3 times but 

was brought back. The Lord was definitely with me.  I 

saw the most beautiful bright white light you’ll never 

see in this world.  He told me it wasn’t my time and 

sent me back. They performed a second quadruple by-

pass and put me in an induced comma for 3 months. I 

had always trusted in the Lord my Savior and He has 

always been here for me.  I awoke and knew everyone, 

and had complete range of motion. He said I’d be all 

right and I am. 
 

I knew I wanted God not only in my life but my fam-

ily’s lives as well. He had so much more for me to do.  

I’m trying Lord. We found the church the Lord had for 

us. That is Faith Anglican Church and I’ve been here 

for the last 18 years. God has been with me during 

these challenging times and still is and always will be.  

It says in His Word, the Bible, that He never changes. 

He was, is, and always will be here for each and every-

one who comes to Him.  Praising God that He is God 

and I’m definitely not.  PRAISE GOD!!!  Janie Adkins 

 

Year-end Giving 
 

Keeping in mind the greatest gift ever given, the gift of 

Jesus, this is a great time of year to make plans in gen-

erosity.  Give to help those in need: Operation Christ-

mas Child, rescue missions, and those you personally 

know are in need.  Give to bless the ministry of your 

church: honor your pledge, reduce our building debt, 

and assist our missions.  Often your year-end giving 

also carries an additional tax benefit come April 15th. 

 

 

 

AWANA NEWS 
 

It’s beginning to look a 

lot like Christmas…. 

Some Christmas tradi-

tions can’t be stopped 

and can be easily shared 

while safe distancing. On Sunday, December 6 which 

is St. Nicholas Day, AWANA and the Youth Crew are 

planning to Christmas Carol with some of our        

cherished  families at Faith and are inviting everyone 

(Grown-ups and children, friends and family) to join us 

for all or some of our route.  We plan to meet at the 

church at 3 pm. Each family will ride in their own car.  

We will have our route mapped out and will drive from 

house to house to share some Christmas Joy. We will 

need drivers, cookie bakers, door bell ringers, and sing-

ers of all ages.  Surprises will be found along the way 

and  possibly a very special vocalist and bishop.  We 

are so excited to share this fun event with our congre-

gation and hope you can join us.  Contact Mary Hand 

at 901 299-8722 to sign up or for more information.  

 

December Worship Schedule 
 

During the pandemic we have typically had Holy  

Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 

and Morning Prayer on the other Sundays.  Our De-

cember worship schedule will be slightly different due 

to our Christmas Eve worship: 
 

December 6th – Morning Prayer 

December 13th – Holy Communion 

December 20th – Morning Prayer 

December 24th – Holy Communion 

December 27th – Lessons and Carols 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner                         

 Nancy Ebbing     John White                 Ginger Webb           

 Mansell Lancaster         Bill Walsh               Kendall Horne  

 Eli Ritchie          Larry Wilkes           Janie Adkins 

 Janie Beth Covington       George Ellard 

 Fred Robertson        Betty Ellard 

Birthdays 
Karl Badgett 12 Madison Tutor 20 

Bill Douglass 13 Dave Glover 29 

Chris Tutor 13 Beth Laquinta 29 

Brad Roderick 17 Sherry Wilkes 29 

Karen Bowlin 18 

 

Anniversaries 
Robin & Deb Richardson     21 

 



 MINISTRY MOMENT- Communication Adaptation 
    

COVID-19 has changed our Worship and how we are able to interact with 

each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. No more donuts and coffee in 

the Narthex as we fellowship; no hugs and handshakes; Smiles through 

masks are hard to see. Worshiping through the small screen (and as I dis-

covered this week after our internet went out and had to use the phone) is 

difficult. Our changed world has presented new Challenges—but also   

exciting Opportunities.  
 

First, the Challenge. Before Covid, when need, opportunity of service, or 

just normal announcements were necessary, we could rely on the bulletin 

or the Vine. Both are now inherently limited. We have the Faith Flash but 

only 40% of 214 subscribers bother to open it. The FAC Facebook Group Page has less than 40 seeing a par-

ticular post and we have many who are either not members of the group or not on FB at all. We have tried to 

use a FAC Public FB page, to comment during the service and put links in the comments. Again, that is lim-

ited. It reminds me of the continued refrain by Strother Martin in Cool Hand Luke: “What we have here, is a 

failure to communicate.” We are adapting all our communication mediums to get the word out. FB Group 

page has had OCC, 8th Street Mission and Blessing Bag announcements, as well as Prayer Requests. We have 

added a Prayer Request link to the website for both internal and external use. We will soon be adding an      

announcement section to the website. Faith Flash will include announcements. 
 

If you are like me, you need two weeks’ notice on anything, so early and often will be my effort. If you have 

any announcements, my email is bmicksdad@cs.com, my cell is 901-336-8839. I have been working with all 

Re-Missioning teams on brochures and the website. 
 

Second is the unique opportunity to reach beyond our walls. FB Live has attracted dozens of visitors. We are 

seeing an increase in traffic to the website, which is why we added the Prayer Requests and will be adding a 

video on the Plan of Salvation. We are updating photos, information and soon videos. 
 

I am excited about the new role, but this will not work without YOU.  If you are not part of FB Group—join it. 

If you get the Faith Flash—open and read it (New Format!). Check the website for changes and soon an-

nouncements. Open the bulletin from the website and read the last page. How you stay informed is up to you—

but Stay Informed.                                                                                                                      Michael Brown 

“Luke and Abbey”             

to Speak at Faith 

December 10th at 7:00 pm 
 

Luke and Abbey (pseudonyms) and 

their four children will be serving in 

North Africa through Anglican Fron-

tier Missions.  Luke and Abbey are 

being sent out by Christ Anglican 

Church, Winston-Salem, NC to min-

ister among a unique people group.  

On Thursday, December 10th, they 

will share their missional story with 

us at Faith at 7:00 pm.  Come to support them with 

your presence and prayers.  We will meet safely, so-

cially distanced.  Don’t miss this opportunity!!! 

 

 

Br. Ned Gerber We Will Miss You! 
 

For years we have partnered with Br. Kirt Gerber and 

his biological brother Br. Ned Ger-

ber in their work in Sudan and 

Kenya.  We received word that Br. 

Ned died.  Condolences may be 

sent to Br. Kirt at: Anglican Bene-

dictines of Christ the King, P.O. 

Box 409090, Chicago, IL 60640. 
 

F.Y.I. 
 

Just a note to remind you that when you write a spe-

cial check, to please make it out to Faith Anglican 

Church and put a note on the memo line for your 

designation.  Also do not forget to sign your check.  

We have had a few mishaps lately and it causes a 

delay in your donation being deposited and posted. 

mailto:bmicksdad@cs.com


Christmas Eve Communion  

In-person and Facebook Live 
 

This year we will have one Christmas Eve service 

at 5:00 pm.  Come celebrate the miracle of mira-

cles – God come to earth – the Incarnation, the 

birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! Come worship Je-

sus as we sing those powerful Christmas carols!  

Come with your family and friends!  Come cele-

brate the true meaning of Christmas (literally the 

Christ-mass), the celebration of Holy Commun-

ion in remembrance of Jesus’ Incarnation.  Make 

Christ the center of your Christmas!  If you plan 

to attend via Facebook Live, please be sure to 

drop by the church and receive your consecrated 

bread (with wine) to receive during the service.  

Children may dress as shepherds or angels.  We 

are not sure at this time if we can safely include 

children in the Gospel reading, but we are consid-

ering it.  Further information may be forthcom-

ing. 
 

Christmas Eve Offering 
 

You’ve heard it said, “Wise men still seek Him,” 

so true!  The Wise Men also came bearing gifts 

for Jesus.  With all the Christmas gifts you give, 

don’t forget your 

church!  Your Christ-

mas Eve offering is 

100% dedicated to 

reducing our church 

mortgage. Our mort-

gage balance is currently $134,000.  Our bank 

requires an annual principle payment of $25,000, 

so clearly our Christmas Eve goal is $25,000!, but 

wouldn’t it be wonderful to reduce our balance to 

under $100,000?!! 

Youth Crew 
 

Hey y’all! Advent Season is in 

full swing and Christmas is 

right around the corner! The 

Youth have recently been 

learning about Spiritual       

Disciplines like Prayer, Study, 

Worship, etc. One of them that 

is important for this season is 

the Discipline of Fasting.  Ad-

vent, despite all the celebration leading up to 

Christmas, is actually supposed to be a time of 

Penitence. This does not mean, however, that it is 

wrong to celebrate. But, Advent was designed to 

be to Christmas what Lent is to Easter. In fact, 

our Brethren in other traditions call it the Nativity 

Fast. So, I want to encourage us to examine our-

selves and our need for Christ. Let us put our-

selves in the shoes of the ancient Israelites, of the 

pregnant St. Mary and the step-father to be St. 

Joseph, as we await with anticipation the Advent 

of Immanuel at Christmas, and as we now await 

His Second Coming! I wish you a Somber       

Advent and a Merry Christmas!               Tripp 

 

 

HIS Christmas Gift 
 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all people.  For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for 

you:  you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 

cloths and lying in a manger.”  Luke 2:1-112 

 

 

 



Three Movements of Worship 
 

Movement  One 

Every other month we sing the Venite in our Sunday, Morning Prayer  

services. The Venite derives its lyrics from Psalm 95.  
 

We are going to look at Psalm 95 and each of its three movements of  

worship; one each in the next few months.  
 

Let’s look at verses one and two. 
1 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.  
 

This begins our first movement. It is a call to worship and to rejoice in Him. We know it is rejoicing because 

we read the words; “sing for joy”; “shout aloud, extol (praise enthusiastically) Him with music and song! 

What is marvelous in this is that we are celebrating our God. In the colloquial we might say, “Let’s give it up 

for God!” Doesn’t that sound like fun? 
 

Now let’s look at verses three to five.  
3 For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 
 

The psalmist here gives us an example of praising God and the reasons for doing so.  He’s the great King! 

He’s a great king above all the gods. Specifically, above all the gods of the nations around Israel. He’s not 

like them. He is the King above all of them.  Furthermore, He is the one who made the earth and the sea.  
 

So what is happening in this first movement? In the economy of God, there are some practical reasons why 

we come to the Lord with praise and thanksgiving. As we give praise (for who God is) and thanksgiving (for 

what He has done) it moves us from our tendency to look at ourselves and our problems to the one who is 

above all. Recalling His attributes and deeds we are re-tuning our hearts to the majesty of God. As we exuber-

antly rejoice in Him, we shake off all the dust of living through our week. Our praise and thanksgiving, is not 

just a mental exercise but the engaging of our whole being. Our physical movements break psychological and 

physiological barriers that would prevent us from entering into our worship with Him.   
 

Lastly, God responds to us by coming to us when we praise Him and give Him thanks. The Lord inhabits our 

praises. Psalm 22:3 says He even enthrones Himself on our praises. You might say then, we are preparing a 

place where the visitation of God’s presence can come rule; dwelling among and upon us.    
   

                                                                                                                       Tom Newton 

                                                                                                                      Director of Music Ministries 

 The Faith Flash 

Are you receiving our email newsletter, The 

Faith Flash?  The Faith Flash comes out 

weekly with timely information and remind-

ers.  Sign up today by going to our website 

(www.faithanglicanchurch.org), or  

calling the church office (755-4848). 

 

Our Path of Christian Maturity 

 
 Worship                       Grow                         Serve 

 

http://www.faithanglicanchurch.org


 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 

Holy Eucharist  ....................... 8:10/10:30am 
         Sunday School ...……………………9:30am 

 

          

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

laqueta@faithanglicanchurch.org 

 

The Faith Flash ~ New Format! 
 

We have returned to a more concise three column format:  

Column 1: Upcoming Events.   

Column 2: Food for the Soul.   

Column 3: Sunday service info.   

We believe this will be more readable and helpful.  Enjoy! 

 

 

 

Sunday In-person Worship Changes 
 

Fr. Herb and the Parish Council have approved the following changes to our 10:00 am worship service, begin-

ning on the first Sunday of Advent (November 29): 

 Children’s Worship will resume.  Our rotating leadership team is Peter & Laura Lutrick, Tripp Bond, & 

Mary Hand. 

 We will again be singing the Sanctus and Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow. 

 We will allow seating on the ends of the open rows. 


