
The Vine  JANUARY 2021 
Jesus said, “I am the vine;   you 

are the branches.. .” John 15:5 

In 2021 We Need Encouragers! 

Sadly in 2020 we all experienced our share of dis-

couragers.  Discouragers are the opposite of encour-

agers.  Dis-couragers sap the courage out of us, mak-

ing it hard to persevere.  This is nothing new, for dis-

couragement comes from the three enemies of the 

Christian soul: the world, the flesh (sinful nature), and 

the devil. 

 

   After the Babylonian Captivity, the Israelites joy-

fully returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the broken 

down walls and rebuild the destroyed temple.  How-

ever, the surrounding peoples did not want God’s peo-

ple to rebuild!  Sanballat, one of their leaders, jeered 

at the builders with subtle and overt words of discour-

agement: “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will 

they restore it for themselves? Will they sacri-

fice?” (Nehemiah 4:2).  For a while the Jews became 

so discouraged that they stopped rebuilding the walls.  

This discourager – Sanballat – was hostile to God’s 

purposes and to God’s people. 

 

   Other discouragers are not as intentional as Sanbal-

lat.  King Solomon (possibly from personal experi-

ence) said, “A continual dripping on a rainy day and a 

quarrelsome wife are alike” (Proverbs 27:15).  Con-

tinual negative comments of shame, blame, and criti-

cism at home or work dis-courage us, sapping the 

courage out of us. The Te Deum (Morning Prayer) 

ends with these words, “Let us never be put to 

shame.” 

 

   In the work place mangers often use “Management 

by Exception.”  When there is a problem, address it.  

On the surface this sounds great and if done by a good 

manager it often produces good results.  However, if 

the manager only addresses deficiencies without any 

encouragement, it can sap the courage out of the 

worker.  No doubt they’ll move on to a less hostile 

work environment. 

 

  Enough about discouragers!!!  What about encourag-

ers?!  When the Israelites were rebuilding the wall, of 

Jerusalem, God sent them prophets to encourage 

them!  As Ezra said, “Haggai and Zechariah…God's 

prophets encouraged them” (Ezra 5:12), and the 

builders resumed their work!  We all need encourag-

ers in our lives and we all need to be encouragers to 

others!  Encouragers restore courage in others, help-

ing them to persevere.  The Apostle Paul tells us, 

“Therefore encourage one 

another and build one an-

other up, just as you are do-

ing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  

 

   The Apostle Barnabas’ 

name means “son of en-

couragement” (Acts 4:36).  

When I have someone in 

my life who is a true en-

courager, I think of them as 

my “Barnabas.”  This fall Tripp received a Sheltie 

puppy for his birthday.  He named him Barnabas.  

I’ve heard it said that dogs are man’s best friend.  

Why?  Because dogs are loyal, loving, friendly, and 

never ever get tired of you.  Dogs are encouragers.  In 

2021, with God’s help, let all us humans be encourag-

ers!  Discouragers tear down and weaken others, but 

encouragers build up and strengthen others! 

 The Faith Flash 

Are you receiving our email newsletter, The 

Faith Flash?  The Faith Flash comes out 

weekly with timely information and re-

minders.  Sign up today by going to our 

website (www.faithanglicanchurch.org), or  

calling the church office (755-4848). 

 

Our Path of Christian Maturity 

 
 Worship                       Grow                         Serve 

 

http://www.faithanglicanchurch.org


MY STORY as a Roomba 
 

A book that I go back to again and again is Michael 

Kelly’s The Rhythm of Life- Living Everyday with Pas-

sion and Purpose.  It made me realize that my personal 

rhythm is that of a Roomba. While I do not actually own 

one, I can look back at my life and see a pattern.  

 

Growing up, while I knew my parents believed in God, 

there was no Christian education happening. A girlfriend 

invited me to a church for the first time in my early teens. 

I found a lovely home at that Episcopal church and 

was  baptized and confirmed there. When I was 20, I 

made a lasting impression on the new Pastor. On his first 

Sunday with us, I asked him if he would marry me. 

Barely hiding his shocked expression, he blurted out that 

it would not be possible since he was already married. I 

realized I was unclear, so I rebounded with ....I meant to 

ask would you perform my marriage service in April. 

That worked out fine, except for getting my heel caught 

in the floor grate as Bill tried to pull me up the aisle- but 

that is another story. :) 

 

In my 20’s and 30’s I drifted away from church. In my 

40’s, I moved several times and started looking for a 

church. I found one in Ticonderoga, NY, with a congre-

gation so small, the whole church met in the Choir 

area.  Returning to Memphis, had me looking again. I 

passed Church of the Annunciation frequently and won-

dered about it each time. One day, an ex boss of mine 

asked me to help facilitate a large meeting which turned 

out to be a meeting of Episcopal Clergy and lay leaders of 

the West TN diocese. There were 10 groups and I was 

assigned one to work with.  There was a Priest in my 

group who was so animated and excited about his church. 

His name was Father Herb Hand. I was so impressed by 

him. (What were the chances 1 in 10 or 10 in 10?) The 

real kicker came the following Friday when I went to din-

ner with a lady at work who wanted to try a restaurant in 

Bartlett. Who was coming out of the restaurant just as we 

were walking in? Yes, Father Herb and Mary, of course. 

(What were the chances?). We had a lovely talk and I be-

came a member of Annunciation. I finally saw that it is 

better to ride a horse in the direction it is going.  

 

As I look back on my journey, I see missteps and poten-

tial disasters (yes, Annette, that includes chasing and con-

fronting a “perp” down Knight Arnold). My Roomba 

came with a GPS and a bumper guard. Praises to HIM 

who made me and included that optional equipment. I can 

see so many times where HE protected me from myself 

and kept guiding me to HIM.  I thank HIM everyday for 

being so faithful and so persistent!  Can I get an Amen?     

                                                                      Chris Shields 

 

Confirmation Classes for Adults  

and Teens: A Mature Commitment 
 

Confirmation classes are for those adult members and 

teens (9th grade and older) who would like to go a step 

further in their walk with Christ and make – what the 

Catechism calls – “a mature commitment to [your] baptis-

mal covenant with God” and become Confirmed mem-

bers.  Confirmation goes a step further than the Discover-

ing Faith membership process.  Those wishing to reaffirm 

their faith are also encouraged to attend. Confirmation 

classes begin February 7
th. To be confirmed, you will 

need to attend the nine week class on Sunday mornings in 

the Children’s Ministry Center at 8:55 a.m. (February 7th 

– April 11th), meet with our bishop on Confirmation Sun-

day in May (date to be determined), and be prayed for by 

him in the Confirmation service.  For those who have not 

attended Discovering Faith, a Confirmation Workshop 

will also be required.  If you are interested, please call the 

church office (755-4848) to sign up or email Fr. Herb at 

herbhand@faithanglicanchurch.org.  If you have ques-

tions please contact Fr. Herb. 

 

Epiphany ~ January 3rd 

 

Epiphany is one of the seven principal 

feast days of the Church!  We remem-

ber the Magi bringing gifts to Jesus.  

We celebrate the revealing of Christ to 

the Gentiles, which is most of us!  

Though the Epiphany is on January 6th 

(after the 12 days of the Christmas sea-

son), we celebrate the Epiphany this 

year on January 3rd.   Since Epiphany is 

a principal feast day, we will celebrate Holy Communion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner                         

 Nancy Ebbing     John White                 Ginger Webb           

 Mansell Lancaster         Bill Walsh               Kendall Horne  

 Eli Ritchie          Larry Wilkes           Susan Fones 

 Janie Beth Covington      Jonathan Hays          John Evans 

 Fred Robertson       Betty Ellard              

Birthdays 
Cathy Evans 01 Janie Adkins 10 

Alana Ifedili 06 Greg Follis 12 

Hope Parks 06 Christina Zachary 29 

Candi Brown 09 

 

Anniversaries 
Esco & Ann Satchfield            03 

Bob & Jennifer Bostick       05 

 



 MINISTRY MOMENT ~ Evangelism 
 

We are fond of Father Herb using the phrase “Good 

Stuff” to emphasize a point in his sermons. Evangel-

ism is “Good Stuff”. The word in Greek originally 

meant a reward given to the messenger for good 

news.  Today we call sharing the “Good News” of 

God’s love for us through Jesus Christ 

“Evangelism”.  Jesus told the disciples as he was 

taken up into heaven in Mark 16:15, “Go into all the 

world and proclaim the gospel to the whole crea-

tion”. We all have a history or “His Story” to share 

of our personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We 

can tell others how we came to know him and accept 

him as Savior and Lord.  We can share how much 

that relationship has meant to us since. As a church 

we have many ways to share the Good News with 

the whole creation. We are embarking on plans with 

new and exciting ways to let our visitors, neighbors, 

our city, and the whole of creation know the Good 

News we have to share.  
 

Our Evangelism Team consists of: Team Leader 

Candi Brown, Norma and Gordon Pike, Henry 

Booth, Bill Gresko, Brad Roderick, Michael Brown, 

and Chris Shields. Our Team Mission Statement is: 

We believe that our mission as the Evangelism 

Team is to help members of Faith Anglican 

Church to be confident and consistent in sharing 

the Gospel and to become salt and light, spread-

ing from Cordova to the ends of the earth:  salt 

that preserves a thirst in others to hear and share 

the story of Jesus; light that illuminates Jesus 

Christ so others can see and respond to His mes-

sage.  
 

We have been working to identify the needs of our 

community and setting short term and long term 

goals to meet those needs with our re-missioning 

consultant Tom Herrick. You will be hearing and 

seeing more about our goals and how you can be  

involved very soon. If you would like to join our 

team or have suggestions, please contact any      

member to share your ideas.                  Candi Brown 

 

 

 

 

The 2nd Movement of Worship - Part 1 
 

Last month, we looked at the first movement of wor-

ship from Psalm 95. We saw that we were called to 

worship God, lifting our praise and thanksgiving to 

Him. When we do this, He comes and inhabits our 

praises. This month we are looking at the 2nd move-

ment of worship.  
 

The psalmist begins: 
6 Come, let us bow down in worship, 

    let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
7 for he is our God 

    and we are the people of his pasture, 

    the flock under his care. 
 

In each movement of Psalm 95 and particularly in 

this 2nd movement we are called to surrender. The 

psalmist says Come, let us bow down, let us kneel 

before the Lord our Maker. He is our God.  
 

The Lord has now enthroned Himself on our praises. 

Having taken His rightful seat in our midst, we have 

begun to encounter His person. Our rightful response 

is obeisance. Notice, our actions are not self-

initiating as in thanksgiving and praise. He has come. 

In this His presence, we are humbled by His holi-

ness, majesty, and perfection. We surrender all we 

are to all He is. Like the psalmist, it may be we can 

do nothing but kneel before Him, or bend low as to 

kiss His feet, as the adulterous woman had before 

Jesus. Perhaps our response is prostrating ourselves. 

It may be, we just sit in silence in awe and the fear of 

the Lord.  It is in these moments we begin to enter 

union and communion with God. But that will have 

to wait for next month.  
 

To be continued...                                 Tom Newton 
 

BAPTISMAL DATES 
Baptism is for those adults and older children who 

have made a commitment to Jesus Christ as their 

Savior and Lord.  Baptism is also for infants and 

younger children of parents who intend to raise their 

children to serve Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  

Those who intend to be baptized need to attend wor-

ship regularly.  If you or your child is ready for bap-

tism, please plan to be baptized on one of the follow-

ing dates: January 10th (Baptism of Our Lord) or 

April 11th (Sunday after Easter).  If you are inter-

ested please contact Fr. Herb (755-4848). 

 



The Seminarians  

You Are Supporting 
 

Back in September we took an offering to support An-

glican seminary students who will be our next genera-

tion of priests and   deacons.  The funds raised help 

provide for their theological educa-

tion and daily living expenses, for the 

students and their families.  This year 

we raised $1185.  Glory to God! and 

special thanks to all who gave!  This 

year’s recipients are both students at   

Beason    Divinity School.  They are: 

Deacon Ben Williams, a third year 

student who hopes to plant an Angli-

can church in Jackson, TN and Zach-

ary Clemmons.  Both have   ex-

pressed their  surprise and grati-

tude!!! 
 

 

Freedom from the Bondage of Debt 
In American culture we tend to see debt as helpful, a 

way to get more goods and services more quickly, and 

a way to get ahead.  However, biblically, we must re-

member that debt can be dangerous.  More often than 

not, debt becomes a cruel task master, which begins to 

slow us down.  What’s the solution?  Simply put, re-

duce spending and/or increase income.  Some simple 

ways to cut expenses and eliminate debt are: replace 

your car less frequently, be satisfied with a smaller 

house, eat out less, and pay cash instead of using a 

credit card.  Both Dave Ramsey 

(www.daveramsey.com) and Crown Financial Minis-

tries (www.crown.org) offer proven plans on getting 

out of oppressive debt.  When you are free from the 

bondage of debt, you will be more at peace, have less 

marital tension, be more able to help those in need, and 

be more able to fulfill God’s command to tithe. 

Fr. Herb’s New Role  
in our Diocese 

 

Archbishop Foley Beach is restructuring our diocese 
from a few Convocations to 10 smaller Deaneries.  
This change will go into effect on January 1st.  The 
Mid-South Convocation – of which I have been Dean 
for six years – will become three Deaneries.  I am 
stepping down from my role as Dean.  Archbishop 
Foley has asked me to serve as one of five Canon 
Pastors to the clergy, to hear confessions, provide 
pastoral care, and offer spiritual guidance.   My new 
role will begin on January 1st.  My title will change 
from Dean to Canon, from The Very Rev. Dr. to The 
Rev. Canon Dr.  I look forward to this new role in 
care for the clergy!                       Fr. Herb+ 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Sunday, January 31st 

 

On Sunday, January 31st, immediately after our single 

10:00 am service, our Annual Parish Meeting will be 

held.  Due to pandemic restrictions, we will not have a 

brunch this year.  Our meeting should start around 

11:15 or 11:30.  We will see our annual parish video, 

reflect on our life together in 2020, receive the 2020 

financial report and the 2021 budget, hear about our 

plans for 2021, and our members in good standing will 

elect new Parish Council Members.  For members in 

good standing who are unable to attend in-person, 

Zoom attendance will be available and encouraged.  

Our Parish Council will present a slate of nominees.  

Our bylaws also allow for members of the congrega-

tion to make nominations from the floor, but due to the 

unusual circumstances of this year, we request for 

nominations to be submitted two weeks in advance if at 

all possible.  All are welcome and encouraged to at-

tend!  

Spiritual Communion Prayer…for Those Not Able to Receive the Sacrament 

For Spiritual Communion 

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I desire 

to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I  beseech you to come 

spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together with all your faithful people [gathered around every 

altar of your Church], and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Never permit me to be separated 

from you. Amen. 
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9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 

Sunday Worship  ..................... 10:00am 
              Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays       

 

          

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

laqueta@faithanglicanchurch.org 

 

Youth News 
 

Well, it’s a New Year y’all. This last one has had its share of downs, to be sure, 

but it has also had its share of ups. In putting 2020 behind us, let us not forget 

the joys the year brought. I’m convinced that as we look back on 2020, the 

darkness of its memory will fade and the year will seem to grow brighter all the 

time. In the spirit of an old year passing and a new one beginning, I wanted to 

take this opportunity to recount where the Youth have been over this past year, 

and to let you know where we’re headed. Firstly, a new Youth Pastor was 

called—yours truly! Not long after, COVID hit the world hard. There were 

some trying times as the staff and parish tried to figure out what to do, but we made do: Youth Zoom, the 

introduction of my newsletter “The Comfy Corner,” etc. Once I moved up here, we pushed for Youth and 

Awana to be able to meet in person again and now we are! :) Over the course of this year, the Youth have 

learned how to read and appreciate Scripture, have learned all about the major Spiritual Disciplines, and 

have learned how to point out the Gospel using pop culture, in addition to numerous COVID-safe parties 

and outings. In the coming year, we hope to cover Service and go on local ministry projects before ending 

with a crash course on Apologetics. If you would like to get involved, or simply come and join us in our 

journey, don’t hesitate to email or call!       Tripp Bond 


