
The Vine  DECEMBER 2021 
Jesus said, “I am the vine;   you 

are the branches.. .” John 15:5 

 The Faith Flash 

Are you receiving our email newsletter, The 

Faith Flash?  The Faith Flash comes out 

weekly with timely information and re-

minders.  Sign up today by going to our 

website (www.faithanglicanchurch.org), or  

calling the church office (755-4848). 

 

Our Path of Christian Maturity 

 
 Worship                       Grow                         Serve 

 

Each of us makes hundreds of 

decisions each week.  Which 

brand will I buy?  Where will I 

go for vacation?  What will I 

have for dinner?  Where will I 

invest my retirement funds?  

Most of these decisions are important, but not life and 

death, heaven and hell important! 
 

At our diocesan Synod meeting in November, Canon 

Theologian John Roop shared a message entitled De-

cisions Decisions from the Book of Acts.  It moved 

me so deeply, I decided to share some of it with you 

today.  Fr. Roop said, “Throughout the book of Acts 

the fledgling church is faced with momentous deci-

sions,” decisions which require direction from the 

Holy Spirit.  The same is true with the Church and 

individual Christians today.  Some of our decisions 

are “momentous decisions” which require the direc-

tion of the Holy Spirit. 
 

In Acts chapter six a complaint about the daily distri-

butions of food to widows threatened the unity of the 

believers in Jerusalem.  The Hellenists felt neglected, 

believing the Hebrews widows were being given pref-

erential treatment.  How can limited resources be 

managed fairly?  How can unity be preserved?  Deci-

sions. 
 

In Acts chapter 10 Peter had a confusing vision about 

eating unclean food.  Almost immediately, he received 

an invitation to visit a Gentile Roman Centurion in 

Caesarea – a full day’s journey away – to share God’s 

Word with him.  Should Peter go?  What did the vi-

sion mean?  Decisions!! 
 

In Acts chapter 13, while worshiping the Lord and 

fasting, the church leaders at Antioch heard the Holy 

Spirit say, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 

work to which I have called them.”  Is this really the 

voice of the Holy Spirit?  What is the work to which 

these two have been called and how are they to ac-

complish it?  Where are they to go, if they go at all?  

Decisions!!! 
 

The church faced many many more decision through-

out the Book of Acts.  What is God trying to teach you 

and me from these decisions found in the book of 

Acts?  Fr. Roop gives us four conclusions: 

1. We learn that all Christian decision-making is actu-

ally an act of discernment.  We do not just weigh com-

peting alternatives to evaluate which is most reason-

able or feasible or practical or cost-effective or any of 

a host of other human criteria.  No; we discern, as 

best we are able, the will of God. 
 

2. We learn that all Christian discernment should take 

place within the context of prayer and worship. 
 

3. We learn that discernment should give priority to 

the whole counsel of God’s word: not to some proof-

text here or there . . . but to the clear, consensus un-

derstanding of Scripture. 
 

4. We learn that discernment is primarily a corporate 

act of the church and not the act of the isolated indi-

vidual. . . . This messy business of the church coming 

together to discern the will of God through worship  

and prayer, through listening to one another and 

searching the Scriptures together, through coming to 

consensus is the way the Holy Spirit leads us into 

truth. 
 

Decisions.  Decisions.  As we make “momentous de-

cisions” in the life of the church, let us not cling to 

what “I” want, but discern what God wants, so the 

glory will go to Him! 

Decisions Decisions 



Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Poinsettias are on sale for $25.00 for a large pot and 

$15.00 for a small pot.   Sign up in the narthex.  They 

may be given in thanksgiving for or in memory of a 

loved one.  Deadline to order is December 19. 

 

Children’s and Youth Ministry News 
 

December 5th - Faith In Action & Awana  

      St. Nicholas Day and Caroling 
 

December 12th - Awana 

     Ugly Christmas Sweater Night 
 

December 19th - Awana Award Night 
 

December 26th - NO Awana  
 

December 31st - Youth Lock-In 8PM to 9AM 

 

Adult Sunday School 
 

The Prayer and Book Study class led by Rita Barnett 

has changed the meeting time.  They will now convene 

from 9:00 to 9:40 on Sunday mornings in the class-

room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

INTERNATIONAL FOODS LIST 
 

List of foods recommended for our International Food 

shelves:  
  

Basmati rice         Cardomon Pods        Sesame Seeds           

Mung Beans         Ginger                       Mint                                                                                                                                          

Lentils                   Paprika                   Black Pepper         

Turmeric               Maize                       Cumin          

Dried Garlic          Sea Salt                    Chick peas                  

Cinnamon             Split Peas                  Kidney Beans                                        
 

Some of these can be found at Kroger and some at the 

International Market or Indian Grocery stores.  Please 

help us reach out to feed our community. This is a joint 

effort of the Evangelism Committee, Local Missions, 

and supported by the Daughters. Let’s outgrow our 

closet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toys for 8th Street Mission 
 

It’s time to show our love for the children of 8th Street 

Mission again.  Please bring unwrapped gifts suitable 

for ages 1 to 16 to the church by Sunday December 

12th. They will be delivered to be given to children at 

the Christmas Eve party at the Mission. Last year our 

generosity meant every child who attended received a 

gift.  Any questions contact Esco Satchfield or Candi 

Brown.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Flower Power 
 

We will begin sowing a seed December 5th.  If the 

flowers on the altar are not taken  

after church by the ones providing 

them they will be redistributed into 

smaller vases for you to take to 

someone ill, homebound, or who just 

needs a little TLC.  What a great way 

to provide some evangelism to those 

around us. 
 

So please look for them after the service.  Lona Maupin 

will be rearranging them for you as part of her    

Daughters of the Holy Cross project. 

Prayer Corner                         

 Nancy Ebbing          John White                        Kendall Horne             

 Mansell Lancaster    Bill Walsh                      Eli Ritchie                         

 Larry Wilkes            Janie Beth Covington     Jonathan Hays    

 Regina Hunt             Norma Perry                   Herb Hand 

Samantha Holder 

Birthdays 
Karl Badgett 12  

Bill Douglas 13  

Karen Bowlin 18 

Beth Laquinta 29 

Sherry Wilkes 29 

 

Anniversaries 

Robin & Deb Richardson     21 

 

 



Year-end Giving 
 

Keeping in mind the greatest gift ever given, the gift 

of Jesus, this is a great time of year to make plans in 

generosity.  Give to help those in need: the 8th Street 

Mission for Jesus Christ, those whom you personally 

know who are in need, and children who would re-

ceive no Christmas gift without your generosity.  

Give to bless the ministry of your church: honor your 

pledge, reduce our building debt, and assist our mis-

sions.  Often your year-end giving also carries an 

additional tax benefit come April 15th. 
 

Christmas Eve Offering 2021 
 

Our Christmas Eve offering is dedicated to 
eliminating our building debt.  
Due to the faithfulness of God’s 
people in response to God’s 
abundant blessings, we only 
have $89,000 of debt remaining!  
This Christmas Eve, please give 
generously!  Wouldn’t it be awe-
some to burn the mortgage this 
January!!! 
 
 

Fr. Herb’s Voice Recovery 
 

Due to Fr. Herb’s voice disability, for the past three 

months he has been working part-time on reduced 

compensation, while receiving a disability insurance 

benefit. The good news is that his voice is getting 

much better.  His plan is to celebrate (lead the ser-

vice) for a month before preaching, to make sure he 

has the stamina to do both.  Keep praying! 

 

 

 

Called to the Quiet 
A Retreat for Drawing Close to the Lord 

 

The month of December is a whirlwind: Christmas 

shopping, office parties, school programs, busy, 

busy, busy…  Yet, the Christian season of Advent is 

a time to slow down and prepare for the Incarnation 

of our Lord Jesus.  On Saturday December 4th come 

spend some quiet time with your Lord, a time of 

prayer, meditation, reflection, and learning to hear 

from God.  From nine until noon at our Called to the 

Quiet retreat, we will begin with Morning Prayer, 

have a time of directed prayer, meditation, and re-

flection, and conclude with Noon Day Prayers. Bring 

your Bible and a prayerful heart.  You may enjoy 

walking the grounds or sitting in a lawn chair for a 

portion of your personal time of prayer and medita-

tion.  
 

Starting in December Pandemic 

Worship Restrictions Reduced 
 

A year and a half ago the Covid-19 pandemic hit 

with a vengeance.  Under the direction of our 

Bishop, our Parish Council and I implemented re-

strictions to care for and protect God’s people.  Over 

the past few months as the positivity rate has 

dropped and vaccination rates have increased, we 

have been reducing those restrictions.  At our No-

vember meeting, we agree to reduce the following 

restrictions starting in December:   

 The Ushers will resume taking the offering. 

 The priest will resume elevating the people’s 

offerings to the Lord at the Altar-table. 

 The priest will resume celebrating with one 

large piece of bread.  He will dip a piece of 

consecrated bread in a Chalice (held by a 

Chalice Bearer) and put it in the hand of our 

Communicants.  The option of receiving the 

consecrated bread/wine on paper plates will 

remain available. 

 The Oblationists will resume bringing the 

wine, bread, and water forward to the Altar-

table. 

 Greeting one another at the Peace will have 

no restrictions.  For those who would rather 

not shake hands or hug, consider offering a 

fist bump or an elbow bump.  The hand sani-

tizer station has been moved to the central 

Sanctuary doors so parishioners may sanitize 

their hands before receiving Holy Commun-

ion. 



 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 

Sunday Worship  ..................... 10:00am 
              Holy Communion every Sunday       

 

          

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

laqueta@faithanglicanchurch.org 

 

 

  5:00 PM Service 
 

Come celebrate the Incarnation, the birth of our Lord    

Jesus Christ into this world! Come worship Jesus as we 

sing those powerful Christmas carols! Come with your 

family and friends!  Come celebrate the true meaning of 

Christmas (literally the Christ-mass), the celebration of 

Holy Communion in remembrance of Jesus’ Incarnation.  Make Christ the center of your 

Christmas.  Childcare will be available. 
 
 

Lessons and Carols ~ December 26
th

  
 

On the Sunday morning following Christmas, December 26th, we will enjoy our annual Les-

sons and Carols services with Holy Communion.  “Lessons and Carols” is a powerful service 

which includes a series of Bible readings and the Carols we love, telling the full story of the 

Incarnation of Jesus Christ.  Come reflect on the true reason for the season – the 12 day season 

of Christmas. 


