
The Vine  

 The Faith Flash 

Are you receiving our email newsletter, The 

Faith Flash?  The Faith Flash comes out 

weekly with timely information and re-

minders.  Sign up today by going to our 

website (www.faithanglicanchurch.org), or  

calling the church office (755-4848). 

NOVEMBER 2020 
Jesus said, “I am the vine;   you 

are the branches.. .” John 15:5 

Blessed to be a Blessing  

 

Our Path of Christian Maturity 

 
 Worship                       Grow                         Serve 

 

John Rockefeller “is widely considered the wealthi-

est American of all time and the richest person in 

modern history.”  A reporter once asked him, “How 

much is enough.”  He said, “A little bit more.”  In 

other words, I must continue to amass more and more 

wealth at the expense of others to be satisfied, yet I 

won’t be.  That is the way of the world!  As King 

Solomon – reportedly the richest man who ever lived 

– said, “He who loves money will not be satisfied 

with money, nor he who loves wealth with his in-

come; this also is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 5:10).  In Deu-

teronomy 15:7-8, God also tells us that if there are 

poor brothers among us to, “…not harden your heart 

or shut your hand against your poor brother, but you 

shall open your hand to him…”  To “shut your hand 

against your poor brother” is to withhold a blessing 

from God and keep if for yourself.  Basil the Great 

said, “In burying your money you bury your heart.”  

Though the things money can 

buy brings temporary satisfac-

tion, why does the accumula-

tion of money not satisfy? 

 

   The accumulation of money 

does not satisfy because God 

didn’t design us that way.  He 

designed us to acknowledge 

Him as the source of our provision, and to receive His 

blessings that we may be a blessing to others – 

Blessed to be a Blessing!  The result of blessing oth-

ers is not the fear of loss or the fear of scarcity.  The 

result of blessing others with the blessing God has 

given you is joy, peace, and satisfaction.  Blessing 

others with the provision God has entrusted to you is 

also an act of faith in God’s continued provision.  As 

Hebrews 13:5 says, “Keep your life free from love of 

money, and be content with what you have, for he has 

said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’”  God 

will continue to provide when I love others more than 

hanging on to “my money.”  If that won’t put a smile 

on your face, I don’t know what will! 

 

   In his wonderful book Margins, Richard A. 

Swenson, M.D., said, “God is honored by funnels and 

dishonored by sponges… Most of us look ‘up a lad-

der’ and notice that the wealthy have more than we 

do.  This, of course, strikes a near fatal blow at one's 

contentment.  If, instead, we reversed our gaze and 

looked down the ladder, our gratitude would thrive 

and opportunities for sharing would abound. … The 

normalization of envy is yet another reason why the 

achievement of contentment is difficult.”  Though 

envy has been normalized in our culture, it is still one 

of the Seven Deadly Sins!  Not only does envy harm 

you, but it blinds your eyes to God’s call to you to be 

Blessed to be a Blessing! 
 

    Rick Moore of Mission Viejo, California tells the 

story of a man who arrived in heaven.  St. Peter es-

corted him past mansion after dazzling mansion until 

they came to a dilapidated shack at the end of the 

street.  The man was stunned and said, “St. Peter, why 

am I stuck with a rundown shack when all of these 

other people have mansions?”  “Well sir,” replied St. 

Peter, “we did the best we could with the money you 

sent us.”  As Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to 

you” (Luke 6:38).  Anglican Bishop Steve Breedlove 

said, “If your giving does not affect your lifestyle, you 

have not yet begun to give.”  Are you clinging to 

“your” wealth?  Or are you keenly aware that God has 

blessed you to be a blessing?  You are 

Blessed to be a Blessing! 

http://www.faithanglicanchurch.org


MY STORY  
 

My prayers are with each of you and 

your families during this perilous time. 

As a new member of the Daughters of 

the Holy Cross, I feel that God (with Chris's help) led 

me to join the Order just when I would need it. 
 

As you may know I have suffered with COPD and 

other conditions. Many days when I feel discouraged 

because I can't breathe or function well I pray for 

strength and peace.  At these times the Holy Spirit 

comes to me and tells me that a Daughter  has been 

praying for me.  And I thank God that we have this 

ministry at Faith Anglican Church! When you have a 

problem remember that someone may be praying for 

you. 
 

The Daughters have a strong Prayer Ministry and are 

linked in with the FAC Prayer Team as well as Deb 

Jacobs' Angel Army. Wow- what resources that are 

open to you, your family and your friends! It can make 

a difference, I know it has for me.  

                                                                   Betty Ellard 
 

Operation Christmas Child  
 

Many things are not the same as they 

were a year ago. Operation Christmas 

Child is no exception. The only thing 

that has not changed is Faith Anglican’s 

love and dedication to this Ministry. Final plans on 

how to safely run this effort are being finalized. What 

can you be doing? 

         - Buy supplies for male or female child -any               

                  age ........  Or 

         - Pack boxes with those whom you feel safe                 

                with..........Or 

         - Save your coins and paper money for our expert     

             personal shoppers......Or 

         - Write a check, payable to FAC: Memo Line: 

Operation Christmas Child Postage  
 

Together, we can make a difference for Jesus! 

Contact Peter Lutrick with questions or for boxes 
 

Thank You for Your Words 
 

So many of you have reached out to me with words of 

encouragement on the passing of my dear husband 

James.  I have truly felt your love and am blessed to 

have such warm and caring friends.  I know these mo-

ments of sadness will come and go for a while but with 

God and you all in my corner, I will get through this. 

                                     Thank you all so much, Laqueta 

AWANA News 
 

AWANA, our children’s Bible Club,  embraces  a new 

normal.  We had a successful Drive-by in late Septem-

ber to register for Awana with surprises, car bingo, and 

treats for kids and parents.  We have begun meeting 

Sunday afternoons at 4pm following the guidelines laid 

out by Awana and our parish council which includes 

frequent handwashing, wearing masks, playing “no 

touch” games, and using safe distancing practices.  We 

also want to encourage the parents by providing mate-

rial that they can use to teach their children.  We want 

our children to be able to express themselves and dis-

cover the love of God through His Word and learn to 

love and serve the Lord.  Our club reaches out to chil-

dren age 3 to Sixth grade with fun games, and discov-

ering and memorizing God’s Word.  Prizes and Sur-

prises make our meetings an exciting place to be.  You 

are invited to bring your grands, your neighbors, and 

friends. If you have any questions, please call Mary 

Hand at  901 299-8722.  
 
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 

God, the LORD is one.  5 You    

shall love the LORD your God 

with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your 

might. 6 And these words that I 

command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall 

teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, and when you walk 

by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner                         

 Nancy Ebbing     John White                 Ginger Webb           

 Mansell Lancaster         Bill Walsh               Kendall Horne  

 Eli Ritchie           Sarah Jordan       

 Janie Beth Covington       Tom Burkhart                 

 Fred Robertson         

Birthdays 
Gordon Pike 07 William Hearne 17 

Cornell Franklin 15 Noland Pipes 20 

John Howard 15 Tom Newton 29 
 

 



 Ministry Moment 
        
Remissioning- Just What Hasn’t Been Going On? 
 

In the last year and a half, lots of things have hap-

pened in Re-Missioning. It began with:  

* Surveys (inside and outside our doors) 

* Parish Council Retreat with our Consultant, Tom 

Herrick, and the selection of our first goal of Inspired 

Worship Service  

* Dividing this goal into its 3 components; 1) Visi-

tors, 2) Fellowship and 3) the Worship Service itself, 

with the formation of three teams to address 

     - The Visitor Team recommended and got ap-

proval for: Visitors’ Parking Signs, formation of a 

Greeter Team,  lanyards for Ushers and Greeters, 

Visitor Bags/ Kids Bags and take home goodies, up-

dating pamphlets, procuring a central area for sup-

plies, welcome banner (by Baiba Guess), training, 

and follow up system. Items on hold (pandemic re-

lated)- art work for Narthex. We are getting Visitors 

now and they are being appropriately loved on - at a 

safe distance! 

- The Fellowship Team recommended and got ap-

proval for: featuring a My Story and Ministry Mo-

ment monthly in The Vine, having a Chili Cook-off 

(spectacular!), held a Men’s Fellowship event, many, 

many birthday parties!!, formed a partnership with 

Collierville Literacy- which included HiSet training 

and Life Skills Class at FAC, Body Grove classes, 

third Sunday of the month birthday and anniversary 

announcements,  Fellowship Groups formation (on 

hold), tv monitor for Narthex (on hold), and Going 

Out to Lunch Bunch (on hold). They have also made 

recommendation for tall tables in Narthex (on hold). 

The Parish Council also approved an official Fellow-

ship council position which is currently shared by 

John Scott and Bill Gresko.  

- The Worship Re- Missioning Team had a more 

complex topic- requiring intensive research. Several 

recommendations were in the works, when our two 

services were combined into one. They switched 

gears and have been working tirelessly on the 10AM 

Service. They plan to go to the PC with recommen-

dations within the month.  

- A new ministry was recommended and approved 

by the PC- that of Communications. Mike Brown 

accepted the lead role and is looking at all of our 

communication vehicles (including our website) in 

light of our in house and online audience.  

(Ohhhhhh......that is why you see him and Candi giv-

ing us info during the Service on Facebook!)  

- Another new approved ministry area is Connec-

tions. A key part of that role will be to oversee ef-

forts to connect to our present congregation (no man 

left behind) and to our future congregation (getting 

them plugged into meaningful ministries right away). 

There are many facets to this role that will build rela-

tionships and help us be more effective.  

 

In March of this year, two days before we found out 

we had to close our church building for awhile, the 

PC held a second Re-Missioning Retreat. At that 

time our 2020 Goal of Evangelism was announced. 

Now you may think that all work stopped on evan-

gelism when the doors closed. Au contraire!  What is 

one of the top vehicles to connect to the unchurched/

dechurched......online streaming of your Worship 

Service!!  Thank you, Jesus! 

Through the very heroic efforts of Father Herb, the 

Parish Council, Tom Newton, Doug Conner, Bill 

Fisher, Ron Kirby...etc etc (forgive me if I missed 

you but I will bake you brownies), We Went 

LIVE!!!!!     The Evangelism Team itself is now 

forming (led by Candi Brown) to put the other com-

ponent pieces into play (there are still openings on 

that team for YOU)- contact Candi for details.  

As you can tell, there are many moving pieces to Re-

Missioning (more than we have room to talk about) 

and we would love to have your help for our future 

and for the future of all of God’s Children.  

                                                               Chris Shields  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Street 

Mission for Jesus Christ 
How You Can Help 

 

8th Street Mission is now ministering to women and 

children. The Daughters are preparing blessing bags 

in support. Our next visit is October 30. Please con-

tact Chris Shields for needs, Staples needed this 

month: Eggs, Salt, Pepper, Powdered Garlic, Oat-

meal, Corn meal, Grits, Rice, Spaghetti pasta, and 

red and white sauces. 

 



 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 

Holy Eucharist  ....................... 8:10/10:30am 
         Sunday School ...……………………9:30am 

 

          

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

laqueta@faithanglicanchurch.org 

Hey y’all! Allow me to introduce you to our newest youth member:  

Barnabus (Barnie) Francis Bond! 
 

Barnabus is a sheltie (shetland shepherd) and is closely  re-

lated to collies. Shelties are the sixth smartest dog breed and 

are very loyal and affectionate. Because shelties thrive 

when given a purpose, I thought it would be great for him to 

be my ministry partner! As such, you can regularly find him 

in my office on weekdays, and at YouthCrew on Sundays. 

He love, love, loves children and playing and has an ability 

to just light up a room with smiles and comfort. I named 

him Barnabus after St. Barnabus whose name means “Son 

of Encouragement” because I want him to lift up the spirits 

of everyone he comes into contact with. Also, because 

Barnabus is the name of Fr. Tim’s dog in the Mitford novel 

series. If you want to come and meet our newest youth member/minister, feel free to stop by my office or by 

YouthCrew! 

                                                                                                                                            God bless! 

                                                                                                                                         Tripp Bond                                                                                                                                                                               


