
The Vine  

 The Faith Flash 

Are you receiving our email newsletter, The 

Faith Flash?  The Faith Flash comes out 

weekly with timely information and re-

minders.  Sign up today by going to our 

website (www.faithanglicanchurch.org), or  

calling the church office (755-4848). 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
Jesus said, “I am the vine;   you 

are the branches.. .” John 15:5 

The Father Loves His Children to Discover New Things 

 

Our Path of Christian Maturity 

 
 Worship                       Grow                         Serve 

 

As a human father, I always loved helping my chil-

dren discover new things, much of it had to do with 

God’s amazing creation: a rare bird, an amazing wa-

terfall, distant stars, a lightning storm, the creatures of 

the sea…  I think I was as excited as my kids were for 

their discoveries!  Maybe more. 

 

   Our Heavenly Father also loves for His children to 

discover new things.  I imagine God with a big smile 

and a hearty laugh every time we discover something 

new from His creation.  He has left hints everywhere 

to help us discover the secrets of His creation design.  

No one invented electricity or aerodynamics.  They 

were discovered as part of the design of God’s crea-

tion.  In Psalm 19:1-2 King David said, “The heavens 

declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims 

his handiwork.  Day to day pours out speech, and 

night to night reveals knowledge.”  We discover 

knowledge as we meditate on God’s creation. 

 

   Electricity was discovered when people meditated 

on lightning.  From the discovery of electricity came 

electric lights, telephones, Air Conditioning (one of 

my favorites this time of year!), refrigeration, modern 

manufacturing, computers, and much more.  And God 

was happy for His children. 

 

   Aerodynamics was discovered when people medi-

tated on the shape of a bird’s wing.  From the discov-

ery of aerodynamics came flight, rapid transportation, 

FedEx, and much more.  And God was happy for His 

children. 

 

   

 

 

    I imagine the discovery of how to make electricity 

with photovoltaic cells came from meditating on plant 

photosynthesis.  The International Space Station 

would not be possible without photovoltaic cells.  One 

day photovoltaic cells may become a truly cost effec-

tive clean way to produce 

electricity.  And God was 

happy for His children. 

 

   The discovery of nuclear 

fusion likely came from 

meditating on the ongoing 

fusion within the Sun.  If 

our nuclear physicist are 

able to develop nuclear fusion (not fission) we will 

have an unlimited supply of safe cheap energy.  As 

part of an international project, they are beginning to 

assemble the largest and hopefully most successful, 

nuclear fusion reactor.  It should be complete by 

2025.  I might even get a Mr. Fusion for my car! 

 

  Many many other things have been discovered by 

meditating on God’s creation: rubber trees, oil bub-

bling up from the ground, the shape of the moon, the 

movement of the planets, the impossible flight of the 

Humming Bird, the list goes on and on.  And God was 

happy for His children. 

 

   Meditate on the Book of the Law (Joshua 1:8) – 

yes!  But also meditate on the Book of Creation.  You 

may not discover an application for a new technology, 

but as you meditate on creation as God’s creation, it 

will draw you closer to your Creator and Lord.”  

 
 

http://www.faithanglicanchurch.org


Connecting With Our Muslim Neighbors 
 

I remember the first day everyone started wearing 

masks. It wasn't mandatory and I hadn't started wearing 

one yet. The stores were a bit overcrowded with staples 

disappearing from the shelves. 
 

I was caught in a little bit of a crowd at the door where 

a Muslim woman was holding the door for everyone. 

She and I were both looking at everyone in their 

masks. Her niqab (the veil she would normally wear 

over her face) was down over her chin and she smiled 

at me. I understood and smiled back. 
 

As Christians we love Muslims and want to embrace 

them and let the Kingdom of Christ's infinite love spill 

over into their lives whether or not they receive the 

Gospel. 
 

But Muslims in America are often subject to prejudice 

and misunderstanding. And it is a very real challenge 

to reach across cultural lines as Jesus exemplified for 

us during His earthly ministry. 
 

I made a new acquaintance the other day. A Muslim 

man was eating a bag of junk food outside the conven-

ience store where he worked. I talked with him for a 

couple minutes. He wasn't sure how I'd respond when 

he lamented that he was eating junk food because eve-

rything they served inside was made with pork so he 

couldn't eat it.  
 

Something I learned a while ago is that adults don't 

usually need solutions, they just share these things be-

cause they want to connect with you as a fellow hu-

man. So, instead of offering a solution, I commiserated 

with him. He smiled and relaxed and started talking 

some more.  
 

It's hard to connect if we have an agenda to bring them 

to church or to win them over to Christianity. But if we 

take the time to stop and talk, to listen, we really can 

reach across this cultural divide. And once we've made 

that connection, we can relax too and let the Holy 

Spirit lead us. 
 

The Spirit will do His own work. Letting go of out-

comes, our job is to be a visible expression of Jesus to 

them, to be kind, and to help ease the very real burden 

they feel of cultural isolation and prejudice.  
 

We love Muslims because God loves Muslims - a quar-

ter of all people on Earth. Jesus died for them. What 

will we do to demonstrate our own love for them?                                                                                 

                                                                     Daniel King 

Staying Connected 
 

During this crisis where we all feel a little disconnected 

from our fellow parishioners, I encourage you to reach 

out to those in your Grow Groups, even if you aren't 

meeting in person right now. A phone call or email will 

help you to reconnect. 
 

The Youth Sunday Morning and Evening groups, 

Monday Night Ladies Bible Study and the Tuesday 

Morning Men's Bible Study are all meeting weekly 

over Zoom and you're welcome to join them even if 

just for this little while until your groups are meeting 

again. 
 

Please pray that we'll all be able to meet in person 

again soon. 
 

Youth Sunday Morning and Evening, contact Tripp 

Bond at (601) 479-8216, 

trippbond@faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

Monday Night Ladies Bible Study, contact Sudy 

Fisher, (901) 299-4341, maggie2643@aol.com 
 

Tuesday Morning Men's Bible Study, contact Bill 

Fisher, (901)604-6454, wmfisher@bellsouth.net 

 

    
 

 

    September 7th! 

 

 
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner                         

 Nancy Ebbing     John White                  Holly Naufel     

 Mansell Lancaster         Bill Walsh                 Sarah Jordan 

 Eli Ritchie          James Ferguson         Ginger Webb  

 Janie Beth Covington       Susan Blackburn       Mike Conner   

 Fred Robertson        Larry Wilkes       

Birthdays 
Jackson Tutor 02 Becky Conner 19 

Peter Kersting 04 Nancy Douglas 19 

Boaz Ndaruhutse 06 Jane Scott 22 

Rita Barnett 07 Deb Glover 26 

Lauren Hearne 08 

 

Anniversaries 
Vicki and Wayne Deason   05 
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 Forgiveness and Healing 
 

I don’t believe anything is more valuable as forgive-

ness in a person’s life.  The inability to forgive could 

be a major block for you in receiving full and com-

plete healing.  Reflect on your whole life and see if 

you can think of one person who has done you harm.  

Be honest, tell God about this person and decide you 

really want to forgive them.  God can put this desire 

in your heart.  Ask God to help you and He will!  No 

one can really and completely forgive without God’s 

help.  Forgiveness  is a divine act.  God will reveal 

to you if you need to contact the person either by 

telephone or a written note.  God will reveal to you 

what you should do.  Pray about this.  Put this person 

on your intercessory prayer list. 
 

After doing the above, just wait and listen to what 

the Holy Spirit tells you.  Never go to the person that 

you need to forgive and say, “Remember when 

you...that really hurt me.  But I have forgiven you.  

God has been working through me to help set all his 

kids (people) free.  I became willing and God did the 

work.”  This could be a life long project, that’s ok.  

The  more you practice it the better you get at it. 
 

There is nothing more satisfying than this practice.  

If you are interested in doing this, two people from 

the prayer ministry can help you.  Just call Rita Bar-

nett at 482-9856 or Christina Zachary at 337-2119.  

We will arrange for a good day and time for you.  

Prayer always works and health and healing is God’s 

plan for everybody.                        Christina Zachary 

                                                          The Prayer Team 

 

Join in on Joy Bombing  
 

Several of us went through a Bible 

Study that discussed surprising people 

with love (called Joy Bombs). It can be 

in the form of emails, phone calls, 

cards, food, flowers, Bible verses, 

prayers or other thoughtful reminders 

that the recipients are in our hearts and minds. This 

is especially needed/appreciated by “shut-ins”.  
 

The Daughters of the Holy Cross are kicking off a 

Joy Bombing campaign. But, this is not just a 

“Daughters’ thing”, so why not join us? :)  You are 

probably already Joy Bombing, so let’s keep it     

going!❤                        Chris Shields, President 

                                       Daughters of the Holy Cross 

Mission Moment 
 

During the pandemic, we have not been able to serve 

meals on site at the 8th Street Mission for Jesus 

Christ.  Instead, we have delivered food/meals/ com-

modity items/sundries and clothing donated by our 

parishioners. In addition, our church provided funds 

in July to help with a medical emergency expense 

for a program resident without insurance. 
 

This month more was donated by parishioners in the 

way of commodities/meal 

items etc. than the car could 

hold, so the van was pressed 

into service. Not visible in the 

picture is 20 lbs. of grits, 50 

lbs. of rice and 20 lbs. of ice 

and various sundries in the 

back seats. 
 

God is good, ALL the time!                 Chuck Glover 

 

Seminarian Support Sunday  

September 20
th 

 

Raising up the next generation of Anglican priests 

and lay leaders is crucial for the expansion of God’s 

Kingdom here in America.  The cost can be prohibi-

tive for many.  Therefore, on September 20th we will 

take a special offering to  

support Anglican seminary 

students.  Please give gener-

ously!  Our preacher will be 

Tripp Bond who plans to   

attend Trinity School for 

Ministry beginning this   

coming January through 

online classes.  Tripp is cur-

rently in the ordination discernment process and is 

seeking ordination to the priesthood through the An-

glican Diocese of the South.  Tripp serves as our 

Minister to Families and Youth and holds a Bachelor 

of Arts in History with a Minor in Religious Studies 

from the University of Mississippi. 



What is “Tithing”? 
 

Sometimes people call their offering their 

“tithe.”   This isn’t always accurate.  Tithing is 

acknowledging that God is your provider by re-

turning 10% of your income to Him.  Tithing 

levels the “giving field” for it is true proportional 

giving.  When the one who makes $500 a week 

gives the Lord $50, in the Lord’s eyes they are 

giving the same as the one who makes $2,000 a 

week and gives the Lord $200.  Why give the 

Lord 10% of your income?  God says, “Bring the 

full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house. And thereby put me to the 

test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open 

the windows of heaven for you and pour down 

for you a blessing until there is no more 

need” (Malachi 3:10).  Tithing is how God ex-

pects us to show our trust in Him to provide for 

us abundantly, and He welcomes us to test His 

faithfulness! 

 

Youth News 
 

Hey Y'all! 

Well, most of the kiddos now are 

off to the races and back in school, in some form 

or another. To celebrate, the Youth just had a 

back to school bash where, socially distanced, 

we had snacks, card games, and a video game 

tournament where the first place winner got a gift 

card to Walmart and second place got some Star 

Wars marshmallow cereal. Despite this fun, we 

know how difficult this transition back to school 

can be. If you or your child need any help, sup-

port, or prayer feel free to reach out to me  (601-

479-8216 or 

trippbond@faithanglicanchurch.org )!  In addi-

tion, we as a Youth have recently been going 

over the Spiritual Disciplines. Two of them have 

been Contemplation and Prayer. I encourage you 

to model these for/with your children by coming 

to our quarterly Called to the Quiet!                          

 

Church Work Day 
 Saturday, September 12 

 
 

All are welcome to help clean up, paint up, fix up Faith Anglican from 9:00 to 12:00 on September 12.  

Contact Bill Fisher if you have questions, suggestions, or to sign up.  You may also find a list of duties 

to sign up for in the Narthex.   

 

Duties include: 

 Clean freezer & refrigerator coils 

 Remove bugs from ceiling fluorescent lights 

 Replace fluorescent tubes and ballast as needed 

 Weed garden beds 

 Cleanup brick yard 

 Remove storm drains debris 

 Cleanup Stations of the Cross pathway and area 

 Test and replace failed emergency batteries 

 Repaint metal door frames and door panels as needed 

 Repaint sound platform top wall cap as needed 

 Touch-up paint all chair rail and base board molding as needed 

 Check lighting fixtures for failed lamps and replace 

 Construct west parking lot retaining wall storm water run-off flow channel and ditch catch basin 

mailto:trippbond@faithanglicanchurch.org/6014798216


Rwandan Food Relief Efforts 
Bishop Emmanuel NTAZINDA, Bishop of the Diocese of Kibungo, Rwanda reports that the donations made 

by Faith (more than $5,400) and other congregations in the Name of Lord Jesus Christ have blessed many who 

were so dramatically impacted by the Rwandan government COVID19 shutdown.    
 

To date, more than $12,600 has been donated to provide food to our brothers and sisters in the Diocese of 

Kibungo.  
 

 “The vulnerable families that received relief food were selected from different parishes of Kibungo Dio-

cese, depending on their situation and the ability to support.”  

 264 families in six of the most impacted parishes (Rwamagana, Kanazi, Gashongora, Musaza, Bukora and 

Gatore) received vital food and cleaning supplies. 

 1465 KG of Maize flour, 1441 KG of Beans, 1265 KG of Rice, 369 Liters of Cooking Oil and 129 Bars of 

Soap were purchased and distributed. 

 Below are pictures from Rwamagana and Gatore: 

 

 
Rwamagana (above) Gatore (below) 

 
Looking at the photos you can see great care was taken to pack the food in small containers for families to 

carry home.  The effort continues as the need is still great.   
 

Bishop Emmanuel said, “We are very thankful to the Lord and to you for this provision.  A true friend stands 

with you in happy times and in sad times.  This is what friends are for.   Bless you, and be assured of our 

thoughts and prayers.   
 

This brief report is an edited version of a larger document prepared by Fr. Don Hutchens (Rukundo) of All 

Saints Anglican Church, Peachtree City, GA, who has been assisting Faith in getting the funds to Rwanda. 



 

FATHER HERB’S PARTIAL  

CLERGY RENEWAL SABBATICAL 

Back in 1974, I read an article in Newsweek on pastor burnout, and the thou-

sands of ministers leaving the ministry. As a lifelong Southern Baptist, I had 

never heard of a Sabbatical, except for college professors. Then I started to 

consider the number of times Jesus "withdrew" from the crowds and his followers. Why would someone who 

is fully God require time with the Father? The answer is he was fully Man as well. Guess what, Fr. Herb, no 

matter how high we regard him, is a man and needs recharging as well. In Mark's account of sending the disci-

ples, Jesus told them on their return, "Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while," for many 

were coming and going and they had no leisure even to eat. Come away by yourself, rest a while – Great Pre-

scription from the Great Physician.  

 

The chronic stress of the past 6 years, our ReMissioning process, and the extraordinary circumstances of lead-

ing our church through this time of pandemic, closing, reopening safely, in person and online worship, not to 

mention he is never off duty, on call for our needs 24/7, has brought Fr. Herb to a place of exhaustion, from 

which he needs restoration. This is not a vacation nor is it time away as much as it is a ministry—our ministry 

to our shepherd so we may be all that God calls us to be. We have great challenges and missions ahead in what 

seems like a daily time of change in our world. 

 

The partial Clergy Renewal Sabbatical will begin on September 14 and end on October 11, which will be fol-

lowed with a week's vacation. This is one third of a normal sabbatical. The rest to be taken next year. The 

Clergy Renewal Sabbatical will entail study, prayer, time in God's creation as instructed in Mark 6:31, with 

additional time spent at Subiaco Abbey and the Anglican Frontier Mission in Tulsa. You may give to the Sab-

batical Fund to help with expenses by writing a check to Faith Anglican Church, for Sabbatical Fund. 

 

What happens while he is out? Our Senior Warden will be the point of contact if there is a death of a parish-

ioner or the loss of key staff members. Fr Frank and Fr Fredric will be available to help with the pastoral needs 

of the congregation. We have a great lineup of guests to share God's word with us and we are eager for what 

the Holy Spirit leads them to share. 

 

What are our duties? Be Faithful in service, giving, attendance, and prayers of supplication for Fr. Herb, 

Tripp, Tom, our Parish Council, our guest preachers and celebrants, and our congregation. Considering your 

gifts, consider how you can be more engaged. Follow Herb on FB, donate to the Sabbatical Fund. Above all, 

PRAISE GOD in advance for the blessings to follow. He is Good, ALL TIME. 

Michael Brown, Parish Council Member 



 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 

Holy Eucharist  ....................... 8:10/10:30am 
         Sunday School ...……………………9:30am 

 

          

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

laqueta@faithanglicanchurch.org 

 

MY STORY 
 

Greetings church family, 

I want to thank God for his goodness and mercy. Never in a million years did I think I 

would be living in a pandemic. As a frontline worker, my way of life has completely 

changed.  While change can be scary and unnerving, it can also be good.   The onset of 

the pandemic brought along feelings of fear (I don’t want to get COVID-19), uncer-

tainty (is my job going to furlough me?) and sadness (due to no longer being  able to 

socialize in person and seeing the negative effects of COVID-19 on those around me).  
 

While these feelings try to reemerge, they are quickly squashed when I remember how good God is. Nothing 

is new to him, He knew this pandemic was coming at the time of my birth.  He has always provided for all of 

our needs and the pandemic was not going to stop that.  When I was worried about finances while furloughed, 

he provided for me. When I was worried about safety, he provided the tools that I needed to stay safe at work 

and at home. When I was feeling socially isolated, he brought Zoom to the forefront. Have any of you used 

Zoom? It is technology at its finest.  I have reconnected with so many old friends and relatives. 
 

I don’t know what the future holds, but I trust GOD, and I implore you to trust GOD as well. 

Three things that I have learned during this pandemic 

   1.   To rest 

   2.   To eat healthier – for me this means more fruits/and vegetables  

   3.   To continue to Trust in GOD.  

I pray that you all stay safe, remain healthy, and remember God is with you always. 
 

Your friend in Christ, IJ Ifedili 


